
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF APRIL 15, 2019 

 

The Work Session of April 15, 2019 was called to order at 6:30 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Rochford via telephone conference call, Commissioner Moscatelli and 

Commissioner Kasko, the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.   

 

The first item discussed was a request from a resident to allow them to put a “Little Free” 

Library” at the Hadrosaurus foulkii Leidy site on Maple Avenue.  The Commissioners 

agreed to the request, but stipulated that the resident would be required to maintain the 

structure, as well as supply the books.  They also required that the structure itself needed 

to be approved before final placement. 

 

The Borough Solicitor then reviewed the Tobacco Sales amending ordinance, which 

adds a definition for e-cigarettes, as well as increasing the age to purchase tobacco 

products to 21.  After a brief discussion the Commissioners agreed to add the ordinance 

to the April 30, 2019 agenda. 

 

The Administrator announced that the Borough Engineers have started working on the 

various ordinances approved at the last work session; building requirements for 

basements, and discharge from sump pumps.  She anticipates having draft amending 

ordinances at the next work session. 

 

Updated information regarding the Shared Services Agreement with Magnolia for Tax 

Collector Services was reviewed by the Administrator.  The cost for the service would be 

a percentage of the existing salary and the percentage agreed to was ten percent.  

Commissioner Kasko confirmed that the payment to our Tax Collector would be done as 

a stipend.  The Administrator agreed.  It was noted that this agreement would begin on 

May 1, 2019. 

 

The April 30th Commissioner Meeting was then reviewed.  The Commissioners discussed 

how to move forward with Ordinance 2019-02, which deals with the Payment in Lieu of 

Taxes (PILOT) program for the Bancroft property that was introduced at the February 12, 

2019 agenda and Tabled to the April 30th meeting, as this ordinance will be substantively 

changed.  It was agreed to keep the ordinance on the agenda and explain that the 

Commissioners will not be voting on it so that it, in effect, dies.  It was agreed that the bid 

for the dump truck would be moved out to a future meeting.  Commissioner Kasko stated 

that he has heard from several of the residents in the Glover Avenue and Evergreen Lane 

area about the proposed change from a Yield sign to a Stop sign.  They are against this 

change and feel it would just cause additional traffic and exhaust issues.  Mayor Rochford 

stated that he would reach out to the Police Chief about the issue the next day. 

 

The Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) budget was reviewed.  The Administrator 

advised that the manner in which they are utilizing their surplus is not a good policy 

decision when compared to the standards used by the Borough.  She also announced 

that there will be a conference call with herself, the PfH Treasurer and Commissioner 



Kasko later in the week.  Additionally, the Chairperson has been invited to attend the 

meeting, as this is a policy decision for PfH. 

 

The Administrator then provided an update on the status of the 2019 Borough Budget.  

She stated at this point there is an increase of approximately $72 per average home.  The 

Commissioners agreed to introduce the budget at the May 14, 2019 Commissioner 

Meeting, with an adoption scheduled for the June 11, 2019 meeting.  The capital budget 

was then reviewed and discussed.  The Administrator advised that a bid to replace the 

meters on Kings Highway would be moved out to another year, as there is more analysis 

that needs to be done regarding which direction would be the best to go; i.e. specific 

meter cards that are purchased by the users rather than the use of credit cards, as well 

as other concerns.  Commissioner Kasko stated that a revenue comparison would need 

to be done and noted that even though the credit cards fees are higher, the actual 

revenue income has increased as well.  The next capital project discussed was the 

maintenance on various buildings, which came out of inspections of all the Borough 

facilities.  Additionally, the sanitary sewer lateral at the library needs to be replaced, mold 

issues at the Public Works facility must be addressed, the electric in Kings Court and at 

the Library Point need to be upgraded, as well as a new Road Maintenance Program 

being instituted for crack sealing and slurry sealing on various roads to help extend road 

life, new fingerprinting and alcohol testing equipment for the Police Department, and a 

new type of barricade to be used during events downtown where Kings Highway is 

closed.  The barricades, in addition to being inter-connectable and easily moved, are 

rated as being able to stop vehicles up to a certain weight.  Lastly, there are computers 

and printers that need to be replaced in various departments.  The Administrator noted 

that $545,148 of the total debt service number is for the Bancroft property.  Also discussed 

were the various personnel changes made in the Construction Office, which have 

resulted in an increase of revenue used for that office.  Commissioner Kasko asked that 

a copy of the Annual Financial Statement be added to the website.  The Commissioners 

agreed that they would review the budget documents provided and reach out to the 

Administrator with any questions. 

 

The Administrator then commented that she would be away at a conference and on a 

few days of vacation between May 14th through May 23rd, and therefore, would miss the 

May 14th Commissioner Meeting and the May 20th work session.  The Commissioners 

agreed that if it was determined that the May 20th work session was necessary as we got 

closer to that day, then the meeting could be moved to a different date.  Additionally, 

the 30 minute work session on June 3rd before the Commissioner Meeting could be 

moved to an early start time if needed. 

 

The proclamation for a resident’s 100th birthday was reviewed.  The Commissioners all 

noted that they would be unavailable to attend the party on Saturday, May 20th to 

present the proclamation.  It was agreed to see if someone from the family or a close 

friend could be reached to present the proclamation. 

 

Requested changes from the Planning Board regarding the mass, scale and zoning 

ordinance introduced by the Commissioners at their April 9th meeting were reviewed.  

These changes were specifically regarding building façade and are substantive enough 

to require the ordinance be re-introduced.  The Administrator noted that she would have 



more information about this request after the PB’s special meeting on April 17, 2019 to 

review this ordinance.  Additionally, the Administrator reviewed a minor wording change 

to be made, which the Solicitor agreed was not substantive and was only a clarification. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli commented on a recent complaint he had received from a 

resident about a neighbor who has a commercial vehicle that is always parked at their 

home.  He noted that the Enforcement Officer had previously looked into this issue and 

determined that there is no Code violation, as the vehicle in question is under the Gross 

Vehicle Weight for prohibited commercial vehicles in our ordinances.  The resident is 

asking if the ordinance could be changed to include vehicles such as what her neighbor 

has parked.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if it would even be legal to change our 

ordinance on this requirement.  The Solicitor advised that he would need to check into 

this and report back to the Commissioners. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli then made a motion to go into closed session at 7:30 p.m. to 

discuss Bancroft PILOT negotiations, HERD litigation, and personnel issues, which was 

seconded by Commissioner Kasko.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:16 p.m., where the motion had 

included adjourning the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


